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The Capacities that Serve as the Foundation
for the Development of Language

Sima Gerber, Ph.D., CCC Professor

24.1.2021 * 17.4.2021 11X D' — 0'WADN "1W TW NITO

Session 1

In this discussion, we will review the capacities that serve as the foundation for the development
of the comprehension and production of language. Beginning with the early interactions between
the baby and the caregiver, moving through the development of intentionality and prelinguistic
forms of communication, and eventually detailing the unfolding of the ability to understand and
produce words and sentences, all critical developments will be illustrated with videos.

The focus of the discussion is threefold: 1) to explore the critical developments in cognitive,
social, and emotional capacities that contribute to typical language development; 2) to build
a deeper awareness of the critical developmental capacities that are often derailed in children
who have atypical language and communication development; and 3) to emphasize the clinical
role of parent-child interactions during intervention. This talk will be followed by a second
discussion that describes how to use a developmental model of language and communication
to determine assessment and intervention procedures that are based on the science of child
development and language acquisition.

Session 2

Based on the developmental information presented in the first session, best practices for
assessment and intervention of children with challenges in language and communication will be
discussed. Profiles of children with challenges at various stages of development will be presented
to clarify the origins of the disorders in syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic development that are
typically seen in children with derailments in language development.

Goals of intervention for children on the continuum from non-verbal to highly verbal will be
presented to assure that the issue of developmental integration across the language stages is
considered. For example, for verbal children with pragmatic difficulties, early stages of joint
attention or theory of mind may be prioritized in order to address the origins of their challenges.

Finally, intervention strategies based on principles of parent-child interactions, active child
participation, following the contents of the child’s mind, and balancing reciprocity between
adult and child will be discussed as appropriate for children at all levels of development.
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